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permission was given to unite eacli with his or her angelic
partner in the Highest Heaven, and to have a place, as it were,
in the immediate presence of God.

The above is only a rough general sketch of one of the most
important of the Gnostic systems, but it is quite sufficiently
detailed for ray purpose here, which is to so exhibit their
general structure that their relations to orthodox Christianity
may be clearly seen. There were many of these systems,
associated with such names as that of Basilides, Ptolomseus,
Cerdo, Heracleon, etc., all of them differing more or less in
detail, and each with its own circle of influence and authority.
What we have now to do is so to exhibit their main
elements that, when compared with the corresponding doctrines
of Christianity, the reason why the Church was obliged for its
own preservation to extrude Gnosticism from its midst may be
clearly seen.

To begin with then we may say that Religions in general are
Philosophies of the World constructed out of the elements of
Personal Wills rather than out of Essences and Abstractions
as in Metaphysics, or out of general Laws of Nature as in
Science; and further that other things being equal, that
religion is the most perfect in which these Wills are most
nearly reduced to a connected unity, to a single complete and
harmonious whole. From this point of view Christianity
may be said to be the most perfect of all extant religions,
having had all its parts moulded into harmony in the course
of many centuries by the most ingenious, subtle, and original
minds. For although the very essence of Will is that it
should be able to do as it chooses, the most superficial glance
at the structure of Christianity will show that in it are no
altogether unrelated wills, but that however wide may be
their range and however errant their course, they are all
rounded in by some controlling Will at the centre of things;
like comets which, however far they may seem to stray
beyond the planetary range, must all in the end be drawn